
Our Time with 
   YOur STudenT

The fall is an exciting time at the University of Bridgeport.  The leaves have changed 
color and Homecoming Weekend gave the UB community the perfect occasion to 
reflect.  What does it mean to “come home?”  Homecoming is a single word that 
reflects a series of events.  However, the real meaning is much deeper than that.  Our 
students are able to welcome their families to campus and our sports teams can play in 
front of a home crowd.  Parents and families can experience a day together with their 
student in the space that they live.  Alumni can return to the place where their roots 
are.  A place where they honed their skills and prepared for life. To me, Homecoming 
is a reminder that we are part of the same family and can help each other.

Just as the leaves change, so do each of us.  When students come to college, they often 
experience challenges that may overwhelm or confuse them as they make new friends, 
adjust to new academic and behavioral expectations, and encounter periods of growth, 
self-reflection, and independence. By partnering with parents and family members, we 
are able to offer a unique, student-centered experience as students progress through 
the University and ultimately move on to productive personal and professional lives.

Be assured that we have many resources to help your student succeed inside and 
outside of the classroom.  It is never too late for students to contact their professor for 
extra help, meet an Academic Advisor, or seek tutoring at the Tutoring & Learning 
Center on Wahlstrom Library 5th floor.  

Student Life staff members are also here for your student in the residence halls, 
Student Center, Counseling, and Disability Services. Don’t be afraid to contact us  
with any questions or concerns. We are happy to help.

Sincerely, 

Craig Lennon 
Assistant Dean of Students

Greetings   from the Assistant dean

University of Bridgeport
Office of the Dean of Students
244 University Avenue
Bridgeport, CT 06604

203-576-4273 (phone)
203-576-4394 (fax)
www.bridgeport.edu/life
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When Sue and Will Crocco became parents, they knew they wanted to spend 
summers with their children, building sand castles, splashing in the water, and 
collecting sea shells. But beachfront property isn’t cheap, so the couple had to 
find ways to maximize their budget.

After a search, they bought a ramshackle building just blocks away from 
Fairfield Beach. They planned to demolish the structure and build a house that 
was suitable to rent to college students in the fall, winter, and spring to “cover 
costs and . . .  have a nice place to go to in the summer as a family,” said Sue 
Crocco. 

Rather than hiring an architect, though, Will Crocco said he and his wife 
knew that “universities can be great places to find talent” for free, so they went 
to UB’s Shintaro Akatsu School of Design (SASD) in search of help.

That led them to Marsha Matto, chairperson of SASD’s Interior Design 
Program and owner of Point of View Interiors in Bridgeport. When Matto 
met the couple, she quickly accepted the invitation to have four interior design 
majors devote the 2015-2016 academic year to the project.

They decided the couple would hire an engineering firm to build the shell 
of a building, but SASD interior design students, working under Mattos’s 
guidance, would do “everything else,” she said.

Everything else turned out to be considerable, as students Katy Chevalier, 
Madelyn Hopkins, Jillian Allen and Kimberly McLeod quickly learned.  The 
four began by choosing siding and roofing materials for the shell of the house. 
Then they space planned the interior of the 1800 square-foot, three-story 

structure, working with an engineer, contractors, and tradesmen to determine 
the location of walls, rooms, lights, and windows.  In the spring of 2016, the four 
curated hundreds of housing materials to recommend options for doors, sinks, 
paint colors, tiling, and every fixture down to the last light switch and doorknob. 
They also included a rooftop deck.

“It was kind of overwhelming. We had to do a lot of research, but it was a good 
learning experience. We’d never picked out siding for a house or roofing before,” 
said Allen ’16, adding that the Croccos were “happy with what we gave them. It 
was also helpful to them because they were on a budget. It was a win-win.”

Allen benefitted, too. When she interviewed for a job at DC Design, a 
Hamden, Connecticut, interior design firm, she made sure she talked about the 
Crocco’s summer house. “It helped that I had real experience,” she said. Soon 
thereafter, she was offered the full-time job, and began working after graduating in 
May.  Chevalier and McLeod, who graduated, too, also found interior design jobs. 

It was a perfect ending to the yearlong project, which wrapped up in May, 
when the Croccos hosted a party to officially open the house.  “I love working with 
students,” said Will Crocco, as the group stood on the rooftop deck, admiring the 
view of the beach below.  “They were a part of every decision.”

Cheers to you! Will and Sue Crocco hosted a house-warming party 
to thank SASD students and professor Marsha Matto for making their 
summer home a dream come true.

Marsha Matto and SASd 
students make a couple’s dream 
house come true

SchoolSpotlight

HOMeCOMInG WeeKend
Thank you for coming!
More than 1300 alumni, students, families, faculty, staff, and friends 
returned to campus on the picture-perfect weekend of October 14-16.  
From the music department’s jazz concert to the Purple Knight 5k run 
through Seaside Park and campus, this year’s annual celebration was 
bigger and better than ever!  Have any feedback about the weekend or 
other news?  Keep in touch at family@bridgeport.edu.
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Trefz School of Business student Michael Asmerom, a ubiquitous force of 
energy on campus and driver of broad social change, has won a National 
Association of Black Accountants (NABA) scholarship.
He received the $1000 prize at NABA’s 2016 Night of Stars Scholarship and 
Awards Celebration on September 7. Scholarship amounts were not divulged 
until the ceremony.

Asmerom, 22, is a senior honors student majoring in business management 
with a minor in communications. He chose the fields of study while running his 
first company, a clothing line he founded from his dorm room as a freshman. 
Asmerom named the start-up “No Sleep” due to his back-to-back schedule of 
classes, jobs, and other activities. His second business, Superior Ebooks, is an 
online text book subscription service that he is launching with guidance from 
advisers at the University’s new Student Entrepreneur Center. The start-up is 
currently raising capital through a Go Fund Me campaign.

Asmerom has also devoted much of his time to community and campus 
service. He was overwhelmingly elected by his peers to serve as vice president 
of the Student Government Association for the 2016-2017 academic year and 
works as a resident assistant on campus, one of two jobs he manages as a full-
time student.

 In January 2016, Asmerom teamed up with Sodexo Dining Services, the 
University’s meals vendor, to create the student Food Recovery Network Club to 
donate meals to those in need.  Within five months, the Food Recovery Network 
Club collected over 1,300 pounds of surplus food to feed the homeless and 
financially vulnerable individuals, including the elderly and children, who are 
served by the United Church of Christ in Bridgeport.

In the spring of 2016, Asmerom won the Dean’s Award for Exceptional Junior 
Student for his significant positive impact on student life.

“Your work exemplifies NABA’s mantra of ‘Lifting as We Climb’ and serves 
as an inspiration to everyone,” NABA Greater Hartford Chapter President Troy 
Woolery wrote to Asmerom informing him of the scholarship award.

“My motivation is my family,” said Asmerom, who moved to Harlem from 
Ethiopia with his mother and siblings when he was seven. The transition to a new 
culture, where he wasn’t welcomed by peers, was initially difficult, he said, but 
his mother encouraged him to pursue his dreams to become the CEO of his own 
company.

Through her example—she earned her nursing degree while working at a  
hotel—“she taught me the importance of education early on in life,” Asmerom 
wrote in his NABA scholarship application.

Saul Almazan—a University of Bridgeport (UB) honors student who has 
spent much of his college career advocating for expanding access to higher-
education among underserved youth—has been chosen for the GEAR UP 
Alumni Leadership Academy (GUALA), a prestigious national campaign 
that identifies exceptional student leaders throughout the United States and 
trains them to more effectively engage peers, lawmakers, and communities in 
creating a college-going culture.

GEAR UP, or Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate 
Programs, is a $322 million federally-funded program that provides services 
to 570,000 students in low-income schools across 43 states and one territory 
to help increase the number of students who are prepared for and succeed in 
higher education.

In the Bridgeport region, GEAR UP is run by Yale-Bridgeport GEAR UP, 
which operates out of Yale University and Bridgeport Public Schools. UB has 
served as partner to the program since 2008.

Almazan, 20, is among 24 exceptional students who were selected from a 
national pool of applicants to be trained over the course of a year as GUALA 

Saul Almazan selected 
into the GEAR UP Alumni 
Leadership Academy

leaders in areas related to peer-to-peer outreach and mentoring, social-
media engagement, public speaking, and education policy.

Dr. Nadia Ward, project director of the Yale-Bridgeport GEAR UP 
Program, called Almazan “the perfect choice to represent the State of 
Connecticut in this prestigious youth leadership training opportunity. He 
is a natural leader among his peers. His powerful personal story is one that 
must be heard by policymakers in Washington.”

Almazan began participating in GEAR UP as a seventh grader at John 
Winthrop Middle School in Bridgeport and later completed GEAR UP 
college-preparatory programs when he attended Central Magnet High 
School in Bridgeport. After graduating from Central in 2014, Almazan 
enrolled at UB and is currently in his junior year majoring in psychology.

At UB, Almazan’s top grades have qualified him for both the Dean’s and 
President’s List in multiple semesters. He is a student ambassador for the Purple 
Knight Society and previously served as senator for the School of Arts and Sciences 
for the Student Government Association. He was also given the opportunity to 
represent the delegation of Brunei Darussalam with the UB Model United Nations 
Club for the National Model United Nations Conference in New York. This past 
summer, he traveled to the Republic of Korea (S. Korea) to study international 
business and Korean language.

Almazan said he plans to do advocacy work for GEAR UP on all levels while 
also mentoring students and running Young Gentlemen’s Clubs for Bridgeport 
public high school seniors. As a GUALA leader, he has already traveled to 
Washington, D.C., to participate in a week-long intensive leadership training, 
where he met Rep. Jim Himes (D-CT) and other national policymakers.

Said Almazan: “My next goal is to be a leader to young gentlemen in Bridgeport 
high schools. What I did right, what I did wrong. I want to share these things with 
others so they can be successful. The people In GUALA helped build me up and 
helped me in high school. This is just my way of saying thank you.”

GeArInG uP

Michael Asmerom, entrepreneur and force 
of change, awarded a scholarship by the 
National Association of Black Accountants

A Scholarship Awarded
StudentSpotlight



Building Bridge for new Transition

ProgramSpotlight

ImportantDates
Thanksgiving recess ............................... 11/23–11/27
11th Annual Holiday Concert ................. 12/7
Last day of classes ................................. 12/9
Midnight Breakfast ................................ 12/12
Final examination week ......................... 12/12–12/16
Final grades due .................................... 12/19
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service ..... 1/16
Classes begin ......................................... 1/17

UB incoming freshmen Kayla 
Mills, Caitlin Maloney, and 

Jane Borrero participated in 
the Bridge Program

Division of Student Affairs
John J. Cox Student Center
244 University Avenue
Bridgeport, CT 06604

University of Bridgeport’s new Bridge Program makes a dramatic difference in 
preparing freshmen to succeed in college, according to 80 percent of freshmen 
who said they felt “significantly more prepared” for college life after participating 
in the program. The other 20 percent of Bridge Program participants felt “more 
prepared” than non-participants.

The students were polled after they completed the Summer Bridge Program at 
UB from July 31 to August 19.

With a holistic approach to student success, the Bridge Program provided 
27 students who applied to participate in the three-week program with the 
opportunity to take three-hour workshops and classes devoted to academic, social, 
and life skills.

All of the Bridge students at UB earned 3 credits after successfully completing 
English 100, which focuses on written communications that underpin coursework 

UB Assistant Dean of Students Craig Lennon (lower 
center) and student Stanley St. Rose (lower right) 

make their way through a ropes course during a 
Bridge Program trust-building exercise

across academic disciplines.
Bridge students also earned 1 credit and obtained pivotal life and academic 

skills for completing First-Year Experience, the Bridge Program workshop series 
devoted to time management, study skills, personal finance, and related topics. 
In August, the students culminated their experience with a day at the Adventure 
Park, a ropes and zip line course in Bridgeport.

“It’s a metaphor for academics, when you can feel alone but in reality you 
have people to support you physically and mentally,” said Assistant Dean of 
Students and Bridge Program Coordinator Craig Lennon.

Costs for the Bridge Program were paid for by UB.

UB’s new transition program for incoming students helped 
them get off to a great start
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