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My Month in Korea
Jose R. Cabrera
BA.ENGL.LIT

I spent the month of July in South Korea. I had taken Japanese and knew some things about China, but
South Korea was a mystery for me. I had gone to UB's Arirang festival and had friends who were obsessed with
K-pop, yet South Korea still seemed foreign to me. Through Brandon LaFavor, the director of travel abroad at UB,
I found out the school had two programs for the summer to Jordan or to South Korea. As I mentioned before, I was
interested in Asia, so I decided to apply to the program to South Korea.
The program was to take summer classes at HanYang University in Seoul, the capital of South Korea.
HanYang is one of the best Universities in South Korea, and it was an honor to be able to go there. The University
is very big and only a small portion was used for the summer school program, but still I had to walk a lot up hills
and it was very humid in July. The humidity would start early in the morning and it would go all day. It would get
really hot and people usually had plastic fans and some women would cover themselves with umbrellas to try to
get cooler as one was on the street.
HanYang not only invites students from other countries to study in the program, but teachers come to South
Korea for all over and teach as well. It was a great experience and through the classes I took, I was able to learn
many things about Korean culture. Some of these things were learning the history, the art, and the importance of
Arirang to South Koreans. I learned the meaning of Arirang, which is like the Korean national song. It was very
interesting to see that there are many variations of this song, but they are all considered valid. I was able to learn
the lyrics of the version that is considered the one for the Seoul area.
Being in the Capitol greatly influenced my experience in South Korea. Seoul is huge with many different
districts, it is bigger than New York City. Always there were people out on the streets and cars and motorcycles
passing by. Street vendors would sell food in corners, where people would stop and eat anything from fried fish to
crepes. The districts differed in what they were known for, examples being Hongdae, which is known as a place
young people hang out in, and Gangnam, which is for being for the rich and for Psy's song. Being in this place is
very different to being in other places in South Korea, which are not as urbanized.
I was able to see a lot of things because of being in the Capitol too. I went many times to museums either
with my class or by myself. I was able to see one of the palaces of South Korea. I had never been in a palace before
that and it was amazing to see the attention to detail that was given. Walking through the all the different buildings
and gardens, I felt like I had been transported to another time period. That I was no longer in the 21st century, even
though if I looked at the horizon I would have been able to see skyscrapers. The mixture of the ancient and the
modern is something that we do not see in the United States, because it is not as old as countries like South Korea,
which has more than a thousand of years of history.
Now, I feel like I understand South Korea. I am also amazed about how different, and yet at the same time
similar to the other Asian cultures I knew about. I would definitely recommend anyone that if they can, to go to
South Korea. You will have an amazing time. I would go back, because even though I saw a lot, I know I missed
many things too and because I loved it. Also, this has sparked in me the desire to travel and learn about many other
cultures. To see things not just on a computer, but to be there and experience something that can only be experienced because it’s something in a different country.
Traveling is important because you learn about different cultures and get to understand different perspectives. You also get to meet people that you might not have ever met before, even if those people are from the same
country you are from. It also helps you, at least I think, learn more about yourself and reflect and who you are.

A Tapestry of Colors and Cultures
Eun Jin Hong
B.A. MCOM

Two summers ago, I had the opportunity to spend a summer in Jordan to study the Arabic language. As I
walked off the plane, I decided that I was going to break away from cultural norms and fully immerse myself in
Jordan. It was one of the best decisions I have ever made.
In the Valley of the Moon
As we got off the shuttle bus one by one, we were introduced to a very generous Bedouin man. He invited
us to stay in his village for tea, but due to the lack of time, he offered to give us a quick tour of the desert on his
jeep. We were stunned by the view.
The man smiled and said, “Breathtaking right? Wadi Rum. In Arabic, “wadi” means valley and “rum” means
moon. I like to come here when the sun sets and stay until dark.”
After a satisfying hike to the top of a mountain, I sat at the edge of a ridge overlooking the desert. It was
right before sunset. The cerulean blue sky was slowly fading into deep shades of amber and the fiery red sand dunes
looked as if they were glowing. The desert was quiet, other than the low humming of the jeep engine at the foot of
the mountain, and a few camels wandering in the distance. Our Bedouin friend was right; I could not put my camera
down. I found solace in the vastness and sheer beauty of Wadi Rum.
Roman Ruins and Olive Trees
One sweltering afternoon I found myself walking through a hilltop with ancient Roman theaters on one side
and broken columns and pottery pieces on the other. The name of this interesting hilltop was “Umm Qais”, originally the ancient city of Gadara during the Byzantine Empire. I tried to keep up with everything else that the tour
guide was saying, but my attention was being drawn towards the olive and pomegranate trees that covered half of
the land, and the heat made it almost impossible to concentrate.
Not being able to stand it any longer, I drifted away from the group and walked towards the fruit trees. The
gnarled trunks twisted the olive trees into every different shape imaginable and the canopy spread wide enough to
provide plenty of shade. From olives to pomegranates to figs, I was amazed by the variety of trees that flourished
there.
After exploring the trees, I caught up to my group and learned another reason why this place was so significant. Umm Qais overlooked the Golan Heights and offered a panoramic view of Jordan, Syria, and Israel. Jordan
has a rich history and is a fascinating mélange of different cultures intertwined into one.
Insha’Allah
During the few months I spent there, I shared meals with complete strangers, danced with rural village
women, explored ancient cities full of history and fell in love with the Arabic language.
I learned many valuable lessons, but the biggest one was gratitude. Having grown up in the New York area,
I was too used to the fast-paced lifestyle. In Jordan, and I believe also in most Arab cultures, a favorite expression
is “Bukra, Insha’Allah”, or “Tomorrow, if God wills”. As difficult as it was for me to adjust to this concept of time,
I found myself appreciating the slowness that many Arabs embody. I learned that slowing down inspires more gratitude in life.
I think that everyone should leave their comfort zone at least once in their lifetime and do something that
nourishes their soul.

Neely in the Land of the Rising Sun
Neely Neverson
BA.IPED

I am so fortunate to have had study abroad experience and even more so for it to have taken place in the
Land of The Raising Sun, Japan. My interest in Japan started at a very young age with the introduction of Japanese
anime that showed during the late hours of night on the Cartoon Network channels. What I particularly remember
is first getting sucked into Sailor Moon and Gundam Seed. The joy I felt from seeing a cute butt-kicking heroine
was over whelming. Gundam Seed’s many explosions and fighting style left a lasting impression. It was not till
high school, when my friend introduced me to my school’s Japanese club, did I learn that these cartoons were of
Japanese origin. From there my interest in the Japanese culture blossomed.
During my first year for college I decided that it would be my first stepping-stone to Japan. I reasoned that
it was easier to travel while I was still in school than after I graduate. The university offers assistance with study
abroad programs and travel counselors but out of school those things aren’t a given. I decided where I wanted to
go, I just had to get there. I went to the Overseas Study Coordinator, Brandon LaFavor, and asked him if our university had any affiliation with a school in Japan. Bridgeport didn’t, so it was up to me to find a suitable school in
Japan and initiate contact.
I made a final decision when I went to the Dean of my college, the College of Public and International
Affairs, told him my interest and asked for advice. He suggested the Asian Studies Program of Kansai Gaidai
University and he also told me about some scholarships that I could apply for. I did some research on the college
such as reviews of the college and the crime rate of the area and I was satisfied with the results.
I tried to go to Japan with very little expectations. I didn’t want to project any sort of fantasy onto the people. To
put it frankly, I didn’t want to stereotype Japanese people. Japan is a homogenous nation but many people fail to
recognize that everyone is capable of independent thought and not all of them will act the same and won’t have the
same interests.
With an open mind, I can easily say that my time in Japan was one of the happiest periods of my life. It
made me elated to say that I made my dream come true. The people were friendly, of course I had a run in with a
few sour individuals but I didn't allow them to kill my joy. What was most notable to me was how clean and pristine
the trains and stations were.
During my stay in Japan I lived in the dorms provided by the university. It was the first time in my life that I was
responsible for my own wellbeing, that meant shopping for my groceries and preparing my own meals all while
sharing a communal kitchen. It was difficult adjusting but never before have I felt as independent and mature as I
did then.
Something else that I learned from my time in Japan is that a person’s ability to speak a language is not an
indicator of intelligence. It was very frustrating to express myself with the limited vocabulary that I possessed. I
sometimes had feelings of inadequacy because I only used the same words over and over again but from those
feelings I pushed myself to learn the local dialect that wasn’t taught in class. I understood how my Japanese friends
who were learning English felt. We struggled together, laughed together and learned together. I am so grateful to
them for taking their time to understand me.
If anyone were to ask me about studying abroad, whether they should do it or now, I would encourage them
as best as I can. Studying outside of your own country allows a student to experience new cultures, food and history
that might otherwise be very diluted in their own country. There is so much to be learned about the people of this
Earth and I think it’s best to hear it from the people face to face than from any other source.

First Stop: Paris
Khrystian Pereira
BA.IPED

Traveling has always been a passion of mine; however, I lacked the funds and the opportunities to fulfill this
passion. This year has been one of many realizations and unimaginable prospects. I’ve often said that I do not need
loads of money to be happy; all I need is enough to be able to travel every once in awhile. My most prized possession today is my passport; each stamp has an amazing meaning. Each of those stamps represents an unbelievable
opportunity where I met amazing people and learned about fantastically rich cultures. It is often said that to know
who you are, you have to go where no one knows your name and without a doubt, that is a great advice. This year,
my summer was flooded with fantastic experiences halfway around the world. From making my biggest dream
come true in Paris, to riding a camel in the Egyptian desert, I could not have asked for a better summer experience.
Making your biggest dream come true does not always come easily and it may take a very long time. I remember
as if it were yesterday, my very first day in French class, I just simply fell in love with the language and culture.
My infatuation with France - more specifically, Paris - became so great that some have referred to it as an
obsession. I had planned several trips to Paris before this, and none of them worked out for a multitude of reasons.
I had my dream trip to Paris planned in my mind for so many years that making this one finally happen was a piece
of cake. Having been selected to attend the University of Bridgeport’s study abroad program to Amman, Jordan, I
knew this was the opportunity I was waiting for to make my dream come true, and I did. After a sleepless night and
an anxious flight, there I was, finally, in Paris. I was feeling so many emotions that it is too difficult to put it on
paper. I did not know if all those years I spent preparing, learning the language and studying the culture were
enough to make this trip everything I wanted it to be.
After finally realizing that I do, in fact, speak French, I relaxed and took in the experience. It may seem silly,
but I promised myself that I would work tirelessly to go to Paris, and when I got there, I would stand in front of the
Eiffel Tower and sing the French national anthem. I can say, without any doubt in my mind, that moment was the
happiest moment of my life. It symbolized more than a decade of work and struggle, but there I was. I kept the
promise I made to myself so many years back and it was the sweetest feeling in the world to make it come true. I
will be honest, I cried. That moment, standing in front of the Eiffel tower, made me forget all the tough times I have
had in life, and I just felt thankful. I thought of every single person who helped me get to that moment, either directly or indirectly. It was a beautiful thing to experience. I kept wishing that I could share that moment with those closest to me. I remember thinking of specific individuals who knew the importance of that moment and they may not
have been there with me physically, but they were in my heart.
After taking in that wonderfully overwhelming moment and composing myself as much as I could, it was
time to see and do everything I had studied in my French books for years. I had the most delicious crepe ever at the
foot of the Eiffel Tower. Perhaps the locale helped it taste better, but it was great. I took a Bateaux Mouches ride on
the Seine, where I was met the nicest French gentleman named Pierre. He told me all about his family and his days
in the military.
One of the places I was looking forward to the most during my stay in Paris was Montmartre. Paris is full
of history, but this place, for me, is unbelievable. It was where many of the French artists resided and where my
favorite chantousse, Edith Piaf, spent many of her years. Something will stay in my memory forever from that day:
as I was walking around picturing Edith Piaf on those streets, a gentleman out of the blue walked right by me whistling my favorite Edith Piaf song, La Vie en Rose, my face lit with the biggest smile. Little moments like that make
life worth living. Having unique moments like that is what I live for.

First Stop: Paris
Khrystian Pereira
BA.IPED
(continued)

Finally, I had to see the Eiffel tower one last time before I left Paris. Her majestic presence is even greater
at night when she is shimmering like a jewel. It was one in the morning. I sat in front of the tower, waiting for the
final light show of the day, and it was completely worth it; it was one of the most beautiful things I have ever seen
in my life. It is a moment that I will gladly take with me forever in my mind. Paris was the most wonderful dreamcome true. I was able to see sunny Paris, rainy Paris, and I crossed Paris from the Eiffel Tower to the Bastille neighborhood at three am, without a single soul in the streets - and it was amazing. I will go back to Paris without a doubt.
If given the opportunity, I would like to show Paris to all my loved ones, because maybe this way they will understand why it fascinates me so much.
There is something to be said about going places and meeting people. There is something even greater to be
said about working hard and never giving up to make your own dreams come true. Some people are born into a life
that is filled with opportunities, resources, and a support system. I am happy for people like that, but I am a lot
happier for those who work tirelessly and do not ever give up on making dreams happen. Some people dream of
fortunes, cars, lavish living; but honestly, all I need is to see the world. Little by little, I will continue to stamp my
passport and bring back home with me in my heart amazing people and experiences. The world is so beautiful, and
I truly encourage everyone to get out of his or her comfort zones and be a world citizen. It is not only about what
we do with our own lives that matter - having a worldview will mold us to become people who one day can possibly
have some influence and make this great big world a better place. I do not know if this is a realistic expectation to
have, but it sure allows me to overcome any difficulty I may have, and it allows me to sleep at night.

Journey to the Country of the Han
Florin Timish
B.S. PSYC

It is amazing how things we usually do not pay much attention to can make us happier than those becoming
our main obsessions in the pursuit of happiness. The truth is that I went to Korea while dreaming about Japan. I
even prepared myself for my dream trip to Japan by learning about the Japanese culture and history, and by taking
an “Intro to Easter Religions” and “Intro to Japanese” class at UB. However, dreams are strange butterflies and
things are not always what we expect to be. Therefore, after applying to the study abroad program that UB offers
every year, I ended up landing at the Incheon International Airport – the largest airport in South Korea – in a beautiful, hot day of June, as an exchange student at Hanyang University.
I did not expect much from Korea and did not know much about the country. Well, I knew of course, about
the famous Korean technology and drama, and also about the fact that Korea is …not far away from Japan. However, in only one month spent in Korea (the duration of the study abroad program), I have come to be fond of it and
to learn a lot of wonderful things about the country and people of the Han.
While attending to the daily lectures of my Korean History class, I have come to admire all the great people
who made Korea the symbol it is today, such as: Dan-gun – the legendary founder who established the first Korean
Kingdom in 2333 BC; King Sejong the Great – whose court created Hangeul, the Korean alphabet, in 1443 AD;
General Eulji Mundeok – a legendary military genius as well as famous poet; or Queen Seondeok of Silla – the first
reigning queen of the Korean Kingdom. I have also come to admire Koreans not just for their boldness and determination, but also for their great skill to make amazing things, and also for their ability to put unrestricted passion in
everything they do.
Besides my daily classes, the field trips organized by our host university gave me the opportunity to visit
and enjoy some of the most famous attractions of Seoul such us, Gyeongbokgung Palace, N Seoul Tower, Changgyeonggung Palace, Namsangol Hanok Village, Blue Palace, and many others. With all those marvelous history
lessons and enjoyable field trips, it is no wonder that the time faded away like in a magic dream from which you
do not want to wake up. Therefore, my journey to Korea ended up much too quickly, in a gloomy day at the same
airport I had arrived at the beginning of the summer study program. Not surprisingly, my heart was full of sadness
and my only wish in that farewell moment was to return to Korea, someday in the near future, so I can enjoy its
magic and beauty once more.
After all, happiness comes from our hearts and living moments, not from our shallow dreams and endless
searches.

UB Scholarships
Jordan Scholarship Program
Study  at  University  of  Bridgeport’s  partner  school,  Princess  Sumaya University of Technology,
located in the heart of Amman. Earn up to 9 credits for a 2-month intensive study program that
combines traditional classroom settings with real-world internship experience. Students will earn 3
credits in the Arabic language, 3 credits for a course in the history and civilization of the Middle
East, and most students will be placed in an internship for 3 additional credits.
Summer Scholarship Program Timeline for Princess Sumaya University of Technology:
November 1: Program is announced and the application period begins
February 15: Application period closes
March 1: Scholarship winners are announced
June – July: Exact program dates vary from year to year. Students should expect the 8 week
study and immersion experience to take place for most of June and July with the program
ending before August 1

South Korea Scholarship Programs
There  are  opportunities  to  study  at  University  of  Bridgeport’s  partner  schools  in  South  Korea.  There  
are opportunities for both short-term summer programs, and semester or full academic years. Please
take a minute to check-out our two partner schools and then contact the Education Abroad Resource
Center for more information and to apply.
Sun Moon University in South Chungcheong Province: Options for semester and
academic year scholarships are available. Programs at Sun Moon University are organized
on an individual basis.
HanYang University in Seoul: Scholarships are available for a one month intensive
academic summer program worth between 6 and 9 credits. For more information on the
intensive summer school programs, please visit HanYang University International Summer
School.
Summer Scholarship Program Timeline for HanYang University:
November 1: Program is announced and the application period begins
February 15: Application period closes
March 1: Scholarship winners are announced
July 1- July 28: Exact program dates vary from year to year. Students should expect the 4
week study and immersion experience to take place for most of July. Program check-in has
previously occurred during the last days of June.

The Education Abroad Resource Center:
Introducing the new Education Abroad Resource Center located on the second floor of Carlson Hall
in Room 204-205 (near the language computer lab)! The Education Abroad Resource Center
supports you throughout the planning of your international learning experience. We also offer
guidance and feedback as you prepare your competitive scholarship or program applications
materials.
Whether  you’re  searching  for scholarships, looking at internships or service-learning opportunities,
planning a semester abroad, or just want to talk with someone about possibilities, we are here for
you. The Resource Center also serves as a location for students to bring their scholarship or
program applications materials and get feedback as they try to put together competitive
applications.
Faculty Support and Advising:
The University of Bridgeport has a long-standing institutional commitment to comprehensive
campus internationalization. As a part of this commitment, the University is fully supportive of our
students, faculty, and staff pursuing education abroad experiences. For any questions about credit
transfers or programs, please contact the Education Abroad Resource Center.
The Education Abroad Resource Center is always looking for new ways to collaborate with our
existing academic programs and faculty. If you are interested in organizing an international, facultyled program, or if you have built a relationship with a school outside the U.S. and you are curious
about forming an official partnership, the Education Abroad Resource Center wants to support you!
Contact Brandon LaFavor at blafavor@bridgeport.edu to begin the planning process.
Overseas Study Coordinator - Brandon LaFavor
Brandon is an experienced professional in the field of international education and is here to support
faculty and students. Contact him to start the planning process for your study abroad, service
learning abroad, or international internship to support your individual and unique learning goals.

Contact Information:
Office: Carlson 203
Phone: (203) 576-2450
Email: blafavor@bridgeport.edu

Undergraduate  language  courses  available  at  the  University  of  Bridgeport  main  
campus  during  the  Spring  Semester  of  2015-  Each  course  is  worth  three  credits:

Language  and  Level

Date  and  Location

Instructor

01/21/2015-05/07/2015  Lecture  Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  
09:30AM  -  10:45AM,  Carlson  Hall,  Room  107  

L.  Abou  Alnasr

Arabic  4  (Intermediate)   01/21/2015-05/07/2015  Lecture  Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  
ARABC-104-11
11:00AM  -  12:15PM,  Carlson  Hall,  Room  107  

L.  Abou  Alnasr

Arabic  2  (Elementary)  
ARABC-102-11

Chinese  2  (Elementary)   01/21/2015-05/08/2015  Lecture  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday  
CHIN-102-11
09:30AM  -  10:45AM,  Carlson  Hall,  Room  106  

Y.  Tsao

Chinese  4  (Intermediate)   01/21/2015-05/08/2015  Lecture  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday  
CHIN-104-11
11:00AM  -  12:15PM,  Carlson  Hall,  Room  106  

Y.  Tsao

French  2  (Elementary)  
FREN-102-11

01/21/2015-05/07/2015  Lecture  Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  
04:30PM  -  05:45PM,  Mandeville  Hall,  Room  323  

TBD

French  4  (Intermediate)   01/21/2015-05/07/2015  Lecture  Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  
FREN-104-11
03:00PM  -  04:15PM,  Mandeville  Hall,  Room  323  

TBD

Japanese  2  (Elementary)   01/21/2015-05/08/2015  Lecture  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday  
JAPN-102-11
09:30AM  -  10:45AM,  Carlson  Hall,  Room  214  

C.  Angle

Japanese  4  (Intermediate)   01/21/2015-05/08/2015  Lecture  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday  
JAPN-104-11
11:00AM  -  12:15PM,  Carlson  Hall,  Room  214  

C.  Angle

Korean  2  (Elementary)  
KORN-102-11

01/21/2015-05/07/2015  Lecture  Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  
09:30AM  -  10:45AM,  Mandeville  Hall,  Room  323  

S.  Kim

Korean  3  (Intermediate)   01/21/2015-05/07/2015  Lecture  Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  
KORN-103-11
11:00AM  -  12:15PM,  Mandeville  Hall,  Room  323  

S.  Kim

Russian  2  (Elementary)   01/21/2015-05/07/2015  Lecture  Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  
RUS-102-11
04:30PM  -  05:45PM,  Mandeville  Hall,  Room  322  

G.  Torikai

Spanish  2  (Elementary)   01/21/2015-05/07/2015  Lecture  Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  
SPAN-102-11
04:30PM  -  05:45PM,  Mandeville  Hall,  Room  8  

B.  LaFavor

Spanish  2  (Elementary)   01/21/2015-05/07/2015  Lecture  Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  
SPAN-102-12
11:00AM  -  12:15PM,  Mandeville  Hall,  Room  322  

R.  Cavaliero

Spanish  4  (Intermediate)   01/21/2015-05/07/2015  Lecture  Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  
SPAN-104-11
09:30AM  -  10:45AM,  Mandeville  Hall,  Room  322  

R.  Cavaliero
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