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Purple Knight Family:

With the semester halfway completed, spring is upon us.  The days 
are longer and warmer and change is in the air.  Be sure to check 
with your student to see how classes and grades are progressing.  
Use this as a time of reflection for the semester and future goals. 
It is never too late for students to visit their professor during 
office hours, work with their peers to form study groups, identify 
ideal study spaces in Wahlstrom Library, or visit the Tutoring and 
Learning Center (TLC) website for academic support resources. 
As always, the staff of the Office of the Dean of Students is here to 
help your student succeed and may be reached at 203-576-4273 or 
deanofstudents@bridgeport.edu. I wish you an excellent semester 
and hope you find opportunities to connect with your student. We 
look forward to seeing you in the future.

Sincerely, 

Craig Lennon 
Assistant Dean of Students

Greetings   from the Assistant Dean
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Stay
Connected  
to UB!

If you have any questions,
please contact
family@bridgeport.edu
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Hoop dreams: how one student 
got a big assist from UB alumni

StudentSpotlight

Long before he clicked open the e-mail notifying him that he just won the $10,000 
UB Alumni Association Scholarship for 2016-2017, Mendel Murray used to get 
very different kinds of academic notices. There were the high school report cards, 
littered in Fs, which he hid from his parents, and later, a blizzard of rejection 
letters from various colleges and universities.

“It was an experience I never want to have again. That feeling—“
Murray, now a junior at the Trefz School of Business, shakes his head then 

continues. “—I didn’t know who I was, but I knew who I wasn’t. I used the 
experience to motivate myself.”

When the University accepted him as a freshman two years ago, Murray 
seized the opportunity to change the course of his life.

Since enrolling at UB, his stellar academic record, currently a cumulative 
3.8 GPA, has landed him on the President’s List— just one reason the Alumni 
Association awarded him its scholarship at the Distinguished Alumni Dinner this 
fall. Given for two consecutive semesters in $5,000 increments each, the Alumni 

Business major Mendel Murray wins $10,000 
scholarship from the UB Alumni Association

Association Scholarship recognizes undergraduate students who demonstrate 
financial need, have a GPA of at least 3.0, and who are actively engaged on 
campus or in the community.

Since his arrival at UB, Murray has worked to become the person he wants 
to be—a team manager in the NBA, a husband who can provide for his family, 
and a role model in his community.

Just days into his freshman year, for instance, Murray introduced himself to 
UB men’s basketball coaches Mike Ruane, Kranthi “Crunch” Senadhi, and Will 
Logan, asking if he could volunteer as team manager. “I just kept showing up, 
and they kept giving me bigger and bigger responsibilities.”

For the past two years, Murray has spent approximately 12 hours a week 
attending to a multitude of tasks: getting players’ jerseys from the laundry, for 
instance, running the clock, videotaping games, helping players if they need a 
rebound partner, mopping sweat from the floor—the kind of jobs “other people 
might think are beneath them,” says Murray.

“But I don’t think that way. You got to start somewhere.”
His efforts have not gone unnoticed. “One of Mendel’s great assets is not 

only be accepted by coaching staff but also being accepted by the players,” says 
Senadhi, who is associate head coach. “He’s there every day, showing the kids 
that they can be part of something bigger. He’s reiterating our message. He has a 
presence, and one thing we know about Mendel, if we ask him to do something 
like clean the sweat off the floor, he gives 100 percent. He has initiative.”

School of Business Assistant Dean Tim Raynor agrees. “Mendel’s very 
coachable. He’ll come into my office three or four times a month. ‘Can I ask you 
a question?’ And we talk about the right step to develop himself. That’s what 
I love about him. And he has great people skills. No matter where he ends up, 
he’ll be very successful.”

That seriousness of purpose is a far cry from his experience at his Mt. 
Vernon, New York, high school, where Murray says he was too busy negotiating 
social pressures to think about academics.

It’s different at UB, where the business school professors readily welcome 
him into their offices to discuss his future players share his same drive.

“One of reasons I wanted to get into sports, is the work ethic for athletes is 
crazy,” he said. “To be able to love what you do and perfect your craft I think 
that’s incredible.”

http://news.bridgeport.edu/alumni-news/hoop-dreams/

Greetings from Financial Aid
We’re here to help you with all your financial aid 
questions. You can contact us at sfs@bridgeport.
edu, call us at 203-576-4568, or visit us in the 
Wahlstrom Library ground floor. 

Remember to file your 2017-2018 FAFSA! 

All the Best,
The Financial Aid Team

G R E E T I N G S
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UB student awarded national 
Science Foundation grant

StudentSpotlight

Victor Cabrera, a 20-year-old biology major in his junior year at the University 
of Bridgeport, has been selected by the University of Chicago’s Department of 
Molecular Genetics to participate in its National Science Foundation-funded 
Research Experiences for Undergraduates program (NSF-REU) this summer.

The prestigious NSF-REU program supports undergraduate students in 
mathematics, science, or engineering and assigns them to host institutions to 
participate in ongoing research.

Cabrera was awarded a $5250 NSF-REU grant to work within the 
Department of Molecular Genetics and Cell Biology.

The son of parents “who loved science,” Cabrera said he grew up talking 
about the natural world with his mother and father in their sylvan Guilford, 
Connecticut, community. “We were always in nature, talking about nature, and 
that shaped my interest,” he said.

Fascinated with how systems interact, Cabrera became enamored with 
biology, particularly multicellular organisms known as eukaryotes.

“Those are a domain of life that have very, very cool complex gene 
regulatory networks—that’s what I’m interested in studying. My ultimate 
goal is work in the field of synthetic biology. Using lab techniques, you can 
synthesize new functions of organisms,” he said.

An honors student, Cabrera serves on the executive board of the UB 
Biology Club, works as a TA/lab assistant for six undergraduate chemistry 
and biology classes, is a student ambassador for the Office of Admissions, 
and previously served as senator for the SGA (Student Government 
Association.)

Dr. Kathleen Engelmann, Cabrera’s adviser and a professor in the 
Department of Biology, and chemistry professor Dr. Amanda Petrus, a 
former NSF-REU participant, wrote letters supporting his application.

“He really is an amazing student,” said Engelmann. “One of the things 
about Victor that I think will make him a great researcher is his huge range of 
interests. He’s fascinated by the molecular-level details of living things and by 
the broad pattern of evolution spanning millions of years. I’m very impressed 
by the way he incorporated both of these areas into his research interests.”

Victor Cabrera wins foundation’s REU grant to 
conduct research in field of genetics and cell 
biology this summer

About Student Health Services
Student Health Services is located at 60 Lafayette Street. We are open from 
8:30am to 4:30pm, Monday through Friday. Our staff is here to help assist with 
any illness or injury. After hours, UB Security can be alerted at 203-576-4911. 

Health Services promotes health education, preventive health screenings, 
health care programs and immunizations for students. If your student is sick 
and does not have an appointment, tell your student to come in and see us in the 
morning, or call us to make an appointment. 

If your student is on the Student Health Insurance Plan at the University 
of Bridgeport your student has a FREE membership to FUTURE HEALTH! If 
your student is not on the Student Health Plan and wants access, please contact 
healthservices@bridgeport.edu.

YOUR STUDENT’S HEALTH 

What is FUTURE HEALTH?
Future Health is an online service providing education, support and referral 

tools to help maintain a healthy lifestyle.
As a member of Future Health, your student has access to the following 

wellness tools:

By Leslie Geary

•	 Future	Health	training	
modules 

•	 Future	Health	Mobile	App
•	 Documentaries	
•	 Online	self-assessment	

quizzes

•	 Live	chat	and	message
•	 Resources		
•	 Daily	inspirational	messaging
•	 A	chance	to	win	a	Fitbit®.	

Quarterly winners.
•	 Much	more!

To validate your Future Health membership, please go to www.
MyFutureHealth.com  and click on the Register button. From there, 
complete the registration form. When asked for the Registration Code, use your 
school’s group number located on your student insurance card.  

For questions about Future Health, email support@MyFutureHealth.
com.



S A V E  T H E 
D A T E

UB Chamber Singers
UB Chamber Singers, UB Percussion Group, and University 
Singers present an evening of Broadway melodies! Please 
join	us	on	April	19,	2017	at	6:30	pm	–	8:30	pm	in	Mertens	
Theater. You can also celebrate the sounds of spring with 
the help of the UB Fusion Ensemble and Knights’ Ensemble 
on	April	26th	at	6:30	pm	–	8:30	pm	in	Mertens	Theater.	

Alumni, friends, family, and guests are invited to join us 
for the 6th Annual Alumni Art Show in UB’s beautiful 
Schelfhaudt Gallery! This event is free to attend.
The installation will be open to the public during regular 
gallery	hours,	Monday-Friday	11:00am-4:00pm	and	
Saturday 12:00pm-4:00pm, from April 7-16. Free parking 
available on site.

Art Show
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Division of Student Affairs
John J. Cox Student Center
244 University Avenue
Bridgeport, CT 06604


